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Maundy Thursday Home Liturgy 

The Maundy Thursday liturgy is in three parts: The Foot Washing, The 
Agape Meal, and The Stripping of the Altar (Table) 

We have included in this bulletin everything you need to celebrate this 
Maundy Thursday at home.  

What do you need for The Foot Washing?  

1. A Large Bowl 
2. A Pitcher  
3. A Towel for each family member 

Foot Washing Prayer 
 
Leader The Lord Jesus, after he had supped with his disciples 

and had washed their feet, said to them, “Do you know 
what I, your Lord and Master, have done to you? I have 
given you an example, that you should do as I have 
done.” 

People Peace is my last gift to you, my own peace I now leave 
with you; peace which the world cannot give, I give to 
you. 

  
Leader I give you a new commandment: Love one another as I 

have loved you. 
People Peace is my last gift to you, my own peace I now leave 

with you; peace which the world cannot give, I give to 
you. 

  
Leader By this shall the world know that you are my disciples: 

That you have love for one another. 
 

Take the time to wash one another’s feet in a large bowl with warm water, 
drying the other person’s feet with a towel and then wash your hands with 
soap.  

If you are living alone wash your hands while reciting the following prayer. 
Washing your hands in this time of quarantine is an act of serve and love.  
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A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there 
is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, 
joy. 
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to 
be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are 
pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 

What do you need for The Agape Meal? 

1. A simple supper (soup, salad, bread) 
2. The following prayers  

The Agape Meal 

The celebration of festal meals is not appropriate during Holy Week. 
In Christian tradition such festivities take place only after the Lenten fast has 
been completed by the celebration of the Great Vigil –– which is the Passover 
Feast of Christians –– and the reception of Easter Communion. If it is desired 
to share a meal after the Maundy Thursday Eucharist, the following order 
may be observed.  

A meatless meal is to be preferred. The setting should be austere and 
the foods sparse and simple. Appropriate foods include soup, salad, and 
bread.  

The following blessings are recited at the beginning of the meal. 

Over Wine  

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You create the 
fruit of the vine; and on this night you have refreshed us with the cup 
of salvation in the Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Glory to you for 
ever and ever. Amen.  

 

 



4 
 

Over Bread  

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You bring 
forth bread from the earth; and on this night you have given us the 
bread of life in the Body of your Son Jesus Christ. As grain scattered 
upon the earth is gathered into one loaf, so gather your Church in 
every place into the kingdom of your Son. To you be glory and power 
for ever and ever. Amen.  

Over the Other Foods  

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You have 
blessed the earth to bring forth food to satisfy our hunger. Let this 
food strengthen us in the fast that is before us, that following our 
Savior in the way of the cross, we may come to the joy of his 
resurrection. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
now and forever. Amen.  

During the meal or toward its close, a person appointed reads the reading 
from John.  

Holy Gospel- John 13:1-17,31b-35 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come 
to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who 
were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into 
the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 
Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that 
he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took 
off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water 
into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the 
towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 
“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know 
now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, 
“You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you 
have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only 
but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed 
does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are 
clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this 
reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” After he had washed their feet, 
had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you 
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know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are 
right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an 
example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell 
you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater 
than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you 
do them. Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified 
in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself 
and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little 
longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 
‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that 
you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” 

What do you need for The Stripping of the Home Altar? 

1. Storage bin  
2. Dark cloth or scarf 
3. Cleaning supplies 

The Stripping of the Home Altar (Table) 

Stripping the altar is an ancient practice in the Church and we can do it at 
home too. The almost bare space left in the church reminds us of the 
bareness of life without the hope of Christ, which we have because of the 
resurrection.  

Ask everyone in your family to clear all the ornaments off the table and 
gathering the religious symbols around the house, in silence. Place all items 
in the storage bin. Drape the dark cloth or scarf over your sacred space. 
Wash your dining room table and your sacred space together. After you have 
washed the table, everyone recites the following  

They divide my garments among them; they cast lots for my clothing.  
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Read the following Psalm together (if everyone is tired read only the first two 
verses). 

Psalm 22  

1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
   Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning? 
2 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; 
   and by night, but find no rest. 
3 Yet you are holy, 
   enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
4 In you our ancestors trusted; 
   they trusted, and you delivered them. 
5 To you they cried, and were saved; 
   in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 
6 But I am a worm, and not human; 
   scorned by others, and despised by the people. 
7 All who see me mock at me; 
   they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 
8 ‘Commit your cause to the LORD; let him deliver— 
   let him rescue the one in whom he delights!’ 
9 Yet it was you who took me from the womb; 
   you kept me safe on my mother’s breast. 
10 On you I was cast from my birth, 
   and since my mother bore me you have been my God. 
11 Do not be far from me, for trouble is near 
   and there is no one to help. 

Leave the table and sacred space bare until Easter morning.  
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