A Celebration of Life

The Reverend Stephen Earl Baird
February 1, 1943 – March 10, 2018
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Prelude

Blessed Assurance

Family Procession

Going Home

Opening Procession
Presentation of the Flag

Commander Joel Newman,
Chaplain Corps, USN (Ret.)

United States Navy Funeral Honors Detail
Buckley AFB, Aurora, Colorado

3

To God be the Glory

Opening Hymn
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The Bishop says,

I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord.
Whoever has faith in me shall have life,
even though they die.
And everyone who has life,
and has committed themselves to me in faith,
shall not die for ever.
As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth.
After my awaking, he will raise me up;
and in my body I shall see God.
I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him
who is my friend and not a stranger.
For none of us have life in ourselves,
and none becomes our own master when we die.
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord,
and if we die, we die in the Lord.
So, then, whether we live or die,
we are the Lord’s possession.
Happy from now on
are those who die in the Lord!
So it is, says the Spirit,
for they rest from their labors.
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Bishop
People
Bishop

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Let us pray.

Collects for Burial
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our brother Steve. We
thank you for giving him to us, his family and friends, to know and to love as a
companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In your boundless compassion, console us who
mourn. Give us faith to see in death the gate of eternal life, so that in quiet confidence we
may continue our course on earth, until, by your call, we are reunited with those who
have gone before; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our understanding, deal graciously with
Karen, Linda and their families in their grief. Surround them with your love, that they
may not be overwhelmed by their loss, but have confidence in your goodness, and
strength to meet the days to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
First Reading

Lamentations 3:22-26,31-33

All sit.

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are
new every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul,
“therefore I will hope in him.” The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul
that seeks him. It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. For
the Lord will not reject forever. Although he causes grief, he will have compassion
according to the abundance of his steadfast love; for he does not willingly afflict or
grieve anyone.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading

Romans 8:14-19,34-35,37-39

All sit.

All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit
of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry,
“Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children
of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact,
we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. I consider that the
sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be
revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children
of God; Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at
the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love
of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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All stand.

Because He Lives

8

Holy Gospel
Deacon
People

John 14:1-6

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe
also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would
I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be
also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him,
“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to
him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.”
Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Eulogies & Homily
Apostles’ Creed
All stand as the Bishop says

In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith and say
together,

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
The Litanist then says

For our brother Steve, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am Resurrection
and I am Life.”
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Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who mourn
for Steve, and dry the tears of those who weep.

Hear us, Lord.

You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow.

Hear us, Lord.

You raised the dead to life; give to our brother Steve eternal life.

Hear us, Lord.

You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our brother Steve to the joys of
heaven.

Hear us, Lord.

Our brother Steve was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit;
give him fellowship with all your saints.

Hear us, Lord.

He was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant him a place at the table in your
heavenly kingdom.

Hear us, Lord.

Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our brother Steve; let our faith be our
consolation, and eternal life our hope.
The Celebrant continues

Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to you our brother Steve, who was reborn by water and
the Spirit in Holy Baptism. Grant that his death may recall to us your victory over
death, and be an occasion for us to renew our trust in your Father’s love. Give us, we
pray, the faith to follow where you have led the way; and where you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, to the ages of ages. Amen.
Peace
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.
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Offertory

Safe in the Arms of Jesus

George Beverly Shea, Vocalist

Holy Communion
The People stand.
Bishop
People
Bishop
People
Bishop
People

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and
praise.

The Bishop continues

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always
and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who rose
victorious from the dead, and comforts us with
the blessed hope of everlasting life. For to your
faithful people, O Lord, life is changed, not
ended; and when our mortal body lies in death,
there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in
the heavens.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name, as we say
together:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord
Hosanna in the highest.
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The Bishop continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the
cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole
world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Bishop and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Bishop continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O
Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection,
and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify
them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people
the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food
and drink of new and unending life in him.
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive
this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring
us with Stephen and all your saints into the joy
of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.
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The Bishop continues

As our Savior Christ
has taught us,
we are bold to say together,
The Bishop and People say

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
The Bishop says

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
All baptized persons are welcome and encouraged to receive both the bread and the wine of the
Eucharist. Ushers will direct the people to the closest station to receive. Anyone who is not baptized or
who prefer not to receive communion are invited to come forward and cross their arms to receive a
blessing. Those desiring a gluten-free wafer may request one when they come forward.
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Commendation
Bishop

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant
Stephen with your saints,

People

where sorrow and pain are no
more, neither sighing,
but life everlasting.

Bishop

You only are immortal, the creator
and maker of humankind; and we
are mortal, formed of the earth,
and to earth shall we return. For
so did you ordain when you
created me, saying, “You are dust,
and to dust you shall return.” All
of us go down to the dust; yet even
at the grave we make our song:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

People

Give rest, O Christ, to your
servant Stephen with your saints,
where sorrow and pain are no
more, neither sighing,
but life everlasting.

The Bishop then says

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Stephen. Acknowledge,
we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of
your own redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of
everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen.
Blessing
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Navy Hymn

Closing Hymn

Dismissal
Deacon
People

Alleluia. Alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Black Bear

Closing Processional

15

Closing Notes

The Congregation is invited to attend the reception immediately following the ceremony. Those desiring quiet
reflection are invited to come forward around the altar at this time. Following a private family ceremony of
internment of Steve’s ashes on-site, the Baird family will greet everyone in the Atrium.

In lieu of flowers, Steve directed memorial contributions be designated to construct an on-site Columbarium
here on the Edwards Interfaith Chapel and Community Center grounds. Please mail contributions to the Eagle
Valley Religious Foundation, P.O. Box 1828, Edwards, CO 81632 marked “Steve Baird Memorial.”
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Worship Leaders
Celebrant

The Right Reverend Robert J. O’Neill
Bishop, Episcopal Church in Colorado

Con-Celebrants

The Reverend Stuart Brooks Keith III

Rector, Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration

The Reverend Emily Anderson Lukanich

Associate Rector, Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration

The Reverend Mark Gerhard Huggenvik

Vicar Emeritus, Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration

Deacon

The Reverend Robert Anton Franken

Deacon, St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church, Breckenridge

Bishop’s Chaplain

The Reverend Canon Carl M. Andrews
Chaplain, Colonel, USAF, (Ret)

Lectors

Carly Paull-Baird
Matt Baird

Eulogists

Larry Baird
Bill Heil

Preacher

Fr. Brooks Keith

Litanist

Pastor Mark Huggenvik

Musicians

Peter Vavre, pianist
Galen Jacob, vocalist
Michael Lancaster, piper
Sam Mangiamele, drummer

Color Guard

VFW Post 10721 Local Navy Veterans
United States Navy Funeral Honors Detail

Steve’s Colleagues

Clergy from the Interfaith Chapels, the
Northwestern Region of the Episcopal
Church in Colorado, and from across
Colorado.

The people of Transfiguration are honored to serve in today’s memorial celebration as sacristans,
ushers, acolytes, reception hosts, chalicers, and parking attendants. We gratefully acknowledge
everyone’s hard work in celebrating Steve’s life, while welcoming his many family and friends from
across the country. We appreciate transportation assistance from Colorado Mountain Express,
overflow parking at St. Clare of Assisi Catholic School and Vail Christian High School, and the printing
of this bulletin by our dear friends at Old Gypsum Printers.
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Steve Baird, 75, of Edwards, passed away surrounded by loved ones on Saturday, March 10. Born in
Richmond, Indiana, on Feb. 1, 1943, to the late Robert and Dorothy Baird, Steve graduated from the
University of Michigan in 1964.
Baird never shied away from hard or detailed work. His attention to detail led to a commendation from his
commanding officer on the U.S.S. Nathanael Greene ballistic missile submarine in 1969. As a Naval
supply officer, he learned the motto "food is morale," which he took with him throughout his life. His work
ethic also served him well in his chosen career as an actuary for various firms. In 1970, he became a
fellow in the Society of Actuaries. He relished solving problems.
Baird worked hard, but he always made time for his family, friends and community. He volunteered with
the youth ministry at his various churches in Illinois, Michigan and Colorado. He also took on the job of
herding boisterous boys, including his sons, as an assistant scoutmaster and a hockey coach. And in
times of need, he stepped in to help the Vail Valley, working with Vail Mountain Rescue, staffing and
organizing the Vail Valley Salvation Army Mobile Canteen kitchen and assuming the role of team leader of
mission trips to rebuild after flooding in New Orleans, South Dakota, Texas and Lyons.
Baird also started weekly community suppers at the Edwards Interfaith Chapel and Community Center
while revitalizing the volunteer hospital chaplaincy at Vail Health. Baird's service included leadership
postings, first as president of the St. Andrew's Society of Detroit and later as the chairman of the Eagle
Valley Religious Foundation fundraising committee's successful $8 million capital campaign resulting in
the construction of the Edwards Interfaith Chapel. Since 2010, Baird's ministry as parish deacon of the
Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration modeled faithful and excellent service to the congregation,
interfaith community and the entire Vail Valley.
Baird will be remembered for his giving spirit, love of organizing and cooking delicious meals, meticulously
re-created model train sets, intricate gingerbread houses, Ford cars, enthusiasm for seeing new places,
admiration of the Colorado mountains, getting frustrated hitting a small, white ball toward a yellow flag and
fondness for all things Scottish — kilts, haggis, Burns and single-malt scotch.
Steve Baird is survived by his loving wife of 54 years, Karen (Heil), of Cordillera; his son Larry and his wife
Lorrie Paull and their children, Sawyer and his wife Elia, Bailey and Carly, of Ann Arbor, Michigan; his
son Matt and his wife Patty (Smith) and their children Caleb and Rebekah, of Ypsilanti, Michigan; his
daughter Trish, of Denver; his sister, Linda Galvin, of Avon; brother and sister-in-law Bill Heil and Marj
Field, of Grosse Ille, Michigan; brother and sister-in-law John and Peggy Amendt, of Wheaton, Illinois; and
many nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by his brother-in-law John Galvin, of Avon, and his
nephew Rob Galvin, of Denver.
A memorial celebration of Baird's life will be held on Friday, March 23, at 3 p.m. at the Edwards Interfaith
Chapel and Community Center, 32138 U.S. Highway 6 in Edwards. The memorial service will be led by
Bishop Robert J. O'Neill and immediately followed by a festive, on-site reception. In lieu of flowers, the
family requests donations be directed to the Edwards Interfaith Chapel Columbarium construction fund,
edwardsinterfaithchapel.org.
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