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The Lighting of the Paschal Candle              BCP p. 285  

The service begins in silence. 

Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed 
over from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the 
world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, 
by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over 
death. 

Let us pray. 

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness 
of your light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may 
so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the 
festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

        Lighting of the Paschal Candle  

Deacon The light of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Lighting of the Hand Candles 

The Deacon now says the Exsultet  

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, 
and let your trumpets shout Salvation 
for the victory of our mighty King. 
Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, 
bright with a glorious splendor, 
for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King. 
Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, 
and let your holy courts, in radiant light, 
resound with the praises of your people. 

Deacon The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Deacon Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Deacon Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

                                                                                                                                            



 3 

Deacon        

It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind 
and voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the 
feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered 
your faithful people. 

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of 
bondage in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. 

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of 
sin, and are restored to grace and holiness of life. 

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose 
victorious from the grave. 

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor.  
May it shine continually to drive away all darkness.  May Christ, the Morning Star 
who knows no setting, find it ever burning - he who gives his light to all creation, 
and who lives and reigns forever and ever.  Amen. 

Liturgy of the Word         BCP p. 288 

The Celebrant introduces the Scripture readings, saying 

Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in 
ages past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of 
redemption. 

Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea    Exodus 14:10-31;15:20-21 

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians 
advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to 
Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away 
to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is 
this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us serve the 
Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die 
in the wilderness.” But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, 
and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the 
Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for 
you, and you have only to keep still.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you 
cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your staff, and 
stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the 
sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will 
go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, 
his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the 
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Lord, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his 
chariot drivers.” The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved 
and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and 
took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of 
Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one 
did not come near the other all night. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the 
sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the 
sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on 
dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The 
Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, 
chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire 
and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army 
into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The 
Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them 
against Egypt.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, 
so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and 
chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea 
returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the 
Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the 
chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; 
not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the 
sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. Thus the 
Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead 
on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. 
So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 
Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all 
the women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam 
sang to them: “Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider 
he has thrown into the sea.” 

Reader            The Word of the Lord. 
People             Thanks be to God.  
 

Collect       BCP p. 289 

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you 
once delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from 
slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the 
water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered 
among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Celebrant prays the Collect for the Renewal of Vows    BCP p. 292 

Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism 
into his death, and raised with him to newness of life.  I call upon you, therefore, 
now that our Lenten observance is ended, to renew the solemn promises and vows 
of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and 
promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church. 

            BCP p. 294 

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new 
birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, 
keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

Candles are extinguished and gathered. 

Easter Acclamation 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Collect of the Day         BCP p. 295 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s 
resurrection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us 
in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, may worship you 
in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Psalm 114           BCP p. 756  

1 Hallelujah! 
 When Israel came out of Egypt, * 
  the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech, 
  

2 Judah became God’s sanctuary * 
  and Israel his dominion. 
  

3 The sea beheld it and fled; * 
  Jordan turned and went back. 
  

4 The mountains skipped like rams, * 
  and the little hills like young sheep. 
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5 What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? * 
  O Jordan, that you turned back? 

  
6 You mountains, that you skipped like rams? * 

  you little hills like young sheep? 
  

7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, * 
  at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
  

8 Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water * 
  and flint-stone into a flowing spring. 
 

 

The New Testament Reading                                Romans 6:3-11 

Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death?  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, 
we too may live a new life.  If we have been united with him like this in his death, 
we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.  For we know that our 
old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, 
that we should no longer be slaves to sin-because anyone who has died has been 
freed from sin.  Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 
him.  For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; 
death no longer has mastery over him.  The death he died, he died to sin once for 
all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

Priest The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come, ye faithful, raise the strain       Hymn 199 

Holy Gospel                                                                      Mark 16:1-8 

Priest    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark. 
People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on 
the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had 
been saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance 
to the tomb?" When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very 
large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young 
man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But 
he said to them, "Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who 
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was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid 
him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; 
there you will see him, just as he told you." So they went out and fled from the 
tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, 
for they were afraid. 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sermon 

That Easter day with joy was bright       Hymn 193 

Holy Communion         BCP p. 402 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

The Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, 
and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and 
by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise 
you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel. 
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The Celebrant continues 

And so, Father, we bring you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be 
for your people the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”   
 

Father, we now celebrate the memorial of your Son. By means of this holy bread 
and cup, we show forth the sacrifice of his death, and proclaim his resurrection, 
until he comes again. Gather us by this Holy Communion into one body in your 
Son Jesus Christ. Make us a living sacrifice of praise. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

The Celebrant then continues 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say together,  BCP p. 364 

Celebrant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All baptized persons are welcome and encouraged to receive both the bread and the wine of the 
Eucharist. People who are not baptized or who prefer not to receive communion are invited to 
come forward and cross their arms to receive a blessing. Those desiring a gluten-free wafer may 
request one from the priest when they come forward to receive communion. 

Let us pray.           BCP p. 365 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Easter Blessing 

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing       Hymn 182 

Dismissal 
Priest Alleluia, Alleluia! Let us go forth to proclaim the resurrection of our 

risen Lord! 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
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