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Prelude 

O come all ye faithful                Hymn 83 

O come, all ye faithful,  
 joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;  
come, and behold him,  
born the King of angels;  

  Refrain:  O come, let us adore him, O come let us adore him,  
                O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.  

God from God,  
Light from Light eternal,  
lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;  
only-begotten  
Son of God the Father;  

 Refrain    

Sing, choirs of angels,  
sing in exultation,  
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;  
glory to God,  
glory in the highest;  

 Refrain   

All standing, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Collect                  BCP p. 212 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
  
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the 
brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who have known the 
mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in 
heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, 
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
Old Testament Lesson                                                          Isaiah 9:2-7 

 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those 
who lived in a land of deep darkness--on them light has shined. You 
have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice 
before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing 
plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their 
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day 
of Midian. . . For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His 
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for 
the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Hark the herald angels sing             Hymn 87 

Hark! the herald angels sing  
 glory to the newborn King!  
 Peace on earth and mercy mild,  
 God and sinners reconciled!  
 Joyful, all ye nations, rise,  
 join the triumph of the skies;  
 with the angelic host proclaim  
 Christ is born in Bethlehem!  

   Refrain:  Hark! the herald angels sing  
       glory to the newborn King!  
 

Mild he lays his glory by,  
born that we no more may die,  
born to raise us from the earth,  
born to give us second birth.  
Risen with healing in his wings,  
light and life to all he brings,  
hail, the Sun of Righteousness!  
hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  

  Refrain 
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Holy Gospel                                                                Luke 2:1-20 
 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Luke 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. This was the first registration and was 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were 
shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" When 
the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
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praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Message  

Christmas Prayers     

The Passing of the Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

While shepherds kept their watching Hymn 99 
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Holy Communion                 BCP p. 361 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 
give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, 
by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the 
flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered 
from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your 
children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name, as we say together: 
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Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for 
yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil 
and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord 
Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 



8 
 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, 
 and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life 
in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the 
last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, 
and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

The Celebrant then continues 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 
together, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance 
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving. 

All baptized persons are encouraged to receive the bread and wine of the 
Eucharist. Those who are not baptized or who prefer not to receive communion 
are invited to come forward and cross their arms to receive a blessing. 

Angels we have heard on high               Hymn 96 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains 

  Refrain:  Gloria, in excelsis Deo 
                    Gloria, in excelsis Deo 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly, sweetly through the night 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their brief delight 

  Refrain 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

  Refrain 
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O little town of Bethlehem         Hymn 79 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!  
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering 
love. 
O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth! 

Prayer of Thanksgiving             BCP p. 365 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Silent Night         Hymn 111 

 Silent night, holy night, 
 all is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
 sleep in heavenly peace, 

sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
 Silent night, holy night, 
 shepherds quake at the sight, 
 glories stream from heaven afar, 
 heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
 Christ, the Savior, is born, 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 
  
 Silent night, holy night, 
 Son of God, love’s pure light 
 radiant beams from thy holy face, 
 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

A Christmas Blessing 
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Joy to the World         Hymn 100 

 Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
  let earth receive her King; 
 let every heart prepare him room, 
  and heaven and nature sing, 

   and heaven and nature sing, 
   and heaven and heaven and nature sing. 

 
 Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; 
  let us our songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, 
  repeat the sounding joy, 

   repeat the sounding joy, 
   repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

  
 He rules the world with truth and grace, 
  and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness, 
  and wonders of his love, 

   and wonders of his love, 
  and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
Deacon Alleluia, alleluia. Go in peace to proclaim the birth of the 

Savior of the world. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Thank you for joining us tonight!  Feel free to take your bulletin or 
please hand it to our ushers as you exit.  Watch your step and Merry 
Christmas! 
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