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The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration

\

1o know Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and to make Him known.

Dear Friends,

Congratulations! If you are reading these words you are about to embark up-
on the most exciting and demanding journey of your entire life. That jour-
ney 1s the journey of Christian marriage. No other experience will lift you as
high or bring you as low as the adventure of a life-long marriage. No other
relationship will test your capacity to love and be loved, forgive and be forgiv-
en, give and receive joy to the extent that being married will afford you.

We at Transtiguration are honored to be your gateway mnto this new chapter
of your life. We pledge to do our best to make your wedding day a blessed
and memorable event. Please help us do that by being attentive to the mfor-
mation contained 1n these pages. Not only will it enable you to better pre-
pare for your wedding, but it will also prepare you for a lifetime. God 1s a
great host for the wedding service, but even better lifetime companion for
husbands and wives. Three 1s not a crowd when God 1s involved!

Guidelines from our church and chapel regulations (if applicable) have been
sent to you via email. Please thoroughly read them and implement them

throughout your planning. Extra copies are available from the church office.

May God bless you, your relationship and this special time. We are happy
to serve you in the Name of our Lord.

Your brother in Christ,



CHRISTIAN MARRIAGL

What 1s 1t?

Jesus answered them, “Have you not read that the Creator from the begin-
ning made them male and female and that he said: This 1s why a man leaves
his father and mother and becomes attached to his wife, and the two become

one llesh? They are no longer two, therefore, but one flesh. So then, what
God has united, human beings must not divide.

Matthew 19: 4-6

Christian marriage is a solemn and public covenant between a man and a
woman in the presence of God.

Book of Common Prayer 1979, p. 422

Holy Matrimony is Christian marriage, m which the woman and man enter

mnto a life-long union, make their vows before God and the Church, and re-
cerve the grace and blessing of God to help them fulfill their vows.

Book of Common Prayer 1979, p. 861



CHRISTIAN MARRIAGL

Beliefs and Assumptions

1.

Itis less a than a

“They are no longer two, therefore, but one flesh.” Matthew 19:6a

It is not a result of R , Or

“(God says) what I have planned, I shall perform.” Jeremiah 46: 11b

“We know that all things work together for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28

So then, it is a result of a R , and .

Itisa

“..the right thing seems to be this: it 1s good for people to stay as they are.”
1 Corinthians 7:20b

“I have run the race to the finish; I have kept the faith...” 2 Timothy 4:7b

It is intended by God for your .

“I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy
may be complete.” John 15:11

is the foundation of your relationship.

“Theretore, evervone who listens to these words of mine and acts on them will be
like a sensible man who built his house on rock.” Matthew 7:94

The is the best place to experience it!

“I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains i me, with me in him,
bears fruit in plenty; for cut off from me you can do nothing.” John 15:5

It is as much about
as it is about




THE CELEBRATION AND BLESSING OF
A MARRIAGE

Some homework for you to complete...

The wedding service is both and
We try to it to reflect
The wedding begins when arrive and ends when you

home from the honeymoon.

HOMEWORK: Schedule a two hour slot with your fiancée. Unplug the phone, televi-
sion, cell phones, computer, etc. Set a relaxing atmosphere, and then close your eyes
and envision the entire wedding process. Discuss details and don’t leave until both part-
ners have a unified vision of the process. Then turn to the service outline, and fill in the
homework items. This process will help us build a ceremony together reflecting your
personality and preferences.

Some mtroductory questions to answer...

1. On ascale from 1 to 10, please rank your wedding for style and atmosphere. ( A
“1” 1s Birkenstock shoes, James Taylor on a CD player, flowers picked from the
field, etc. A “10” is bagpipes, horse-drawn carriages, ice sculptures, imported
trees, and a symphonic orchestra for music!)

2. Are there any themes for your service like honoring family members, the two
families meeting each other and joining, or family reconciliation?

3. Will you want Holy Communion to be served? In our church all baptized Chris-
tians are welcome to receive both the bread and wine. We usually ask the bride
and groom to serve the wine as the first act of their married life, a profound and
memorable event.

4. What kind of music will be played, and by who?

5. Are there any family issues to be aware of in advance of the ceremony?



THE CELEBRATION AND BLESSING OF A MARRIAGE

1The Ceremony...

The Introduction

Celebrant:

Dearly beloved: We have come together in the
presence of God to witness and bless the joining
together of this man and this woman in Holy
Matrimony. The bond and covenant of marriage was
established by God in creation, and our Lord Jesus
Christ adorned this manner of life by his presence and
first miracle at a wedding in Cana of Galilee. It
signifies to us the mystery of the union between Christ
and his Church, and Holy Scripture commends it to be
honored among all people. The union of husband and
wife in heart, body, and mind is intended by God for
their mutual joy; for the help and comfort given one
another in prosperity and adversity; and, when it is
God's will, for the procreation of children and their
nurture in the knowledge and love of the Lord.
Therefore marriage is not to be entered into
unadvisedly or lightly, but reverently, deliberately, and
in accordance with the purposes for which it was
instituted by God.

Into this holyunion  and  now come to be
joined. If any of you can show just cause why they
may not lawfully be married, speak now; or else for
ever hold your peace.

I require and charge you both, here in the presence of
God, that if either of you know any reason why you
may not be united in marriage lawfully, and in
accordance with God's Word, you do now confess it.

The Declaration of Consent

_, will you have this man to be your husband; to
live together in the covenant of marriage? Will you
love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in
sickness and in health; and, forsaking all others, be
faithful to him as long as you both shall live?

Bride: I will.

_, will you have this woman to be your wife; to live
together in the covenant of marriage? Will you love
her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in sickness and
in health; and, forsaking all others, be faithful to her as
long as you both shall live?

Some Homework Preparation...

1. Will you use a unity candle? If so, will the
mothers or other family representatives of the
Bride and Groom be lighting family candles
prior to the ceremony?

2. How many family members will be present
and seated up front? How will they come in?

3. How do you want to come into the service? It
1s customary for the priest to usher the grooms-
men and groom out from the front while the
bridesmaids process in from the back.

4. What names do you prefer to use for the rest
of the ceremony?



Groom: [ will.

Celebrant:

Will all of you witnessing these promises do all in
your power to uphold these two persons in their
marriage?

People: We will.

The Ministry of the Word

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

O gracious and everliving God, you have created us
male and female in your image: Look mercifully upon
this man and this woman who come to you seeking
your blessing, and assist them with your grace, that
with true fidelity and steadfast love they may honor
and keep the promises and vows they make; through
Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

The Readings
After a scripture reading, the reader says:

The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Before the Gospel, the Celebrant says:
The Gospel of the Lord
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

After the Gospel, the Celebrant says
The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

5. The Presentation of the Bride traditionally
falls after the congregational vow and before
the Ministry of the Word, but the Presentation
i1s optional. It comes from a time when the
bride represented a dowry of land or wealth.
The Bride’s father can present the Bride in the
traditional manner, or to have all the parents
join together to present both Bride and Groom
to the entire congregation. Or we can skip this
part altogether. What do you want to do?

6. Music either instrumental, solo or congrega-
tional singing may follow the Presentation. Do
you want music here, and if so, what kind?

7. The congregation is seated for the reading.
We offer the wedding party the option to be seat-
ed also. This gives you the chance to breathe,
have a sip of water if you wish, and listen to the
readings and homily comfortably. If you choose
to sit, then during the Vows only the Bride and
Groom will be standing, in order to focus the
action on them alone. Do you want to stand or
sit?

8. To be a Christian ceremony we must have at
least one reading from Holy Scripture. Refer to
your ceremony booklet to see the scripture selec-
tions. We prefer family members or friends to
read any selection other than the gospel, which
1s reserved for the priest to read. Choose your
readings, and who will read them. Please show
any non-scripture selections to the priest prior
to printing them in bulletins!

9. Would you like a short homily preached fol-
lowing the readings? We would love to offer
one!



The Marriage

Groom: In the Name of God, I,  , take you,  ,to
be my wife, to have and to hold from this day forward,
for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness
and in health, to love and to cherish, until we are
parted by death. This is my solemn vow.

Bride: Inthe Name of God, I,  , take you, . to
be my husband, to have and to hold from this day
forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in
sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until we
are parted by death. This is my solemn vow.

Celebrant: Bless, O Lord, these rings to be a sign of
the vows by which this man and this woman have
bound themselves to each other; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Groom and Bride: I give you this ring as a
symbol of my vow, and with all that [ am, and all that
I have, I honor you, in the Name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit (or in the Name of
God).

Celebrant: Now that  and _ have given
themselves to each other by solemn vows, with the
joining of hands and the giving and receiving of rings,
I pronounce that they are husband and wife, in the
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

Those whom God has joined together let no one put
asunder.

People: Amen.

The Prayers

Celebrant: Let us pray together in the words our
Savior taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

10. The vows are very ancient and inclusive.
Please discuss any potential additions with
the priest. Some couples memorize them,
but that is not required!

11. Make sure the rings get to the ceremony!
Usually the best man is responsible for the
rings from the time of the rehearsal to the
ceremony. Delegate that now!

12. The Lord’s Prayer moves to the Com-
munion section if we have Communion, so if
you choose to have Communion, please con-
sult the priest if you print a bulletin with the
Prayer included.



but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant: Let us pray.

Eternal God, creator and preserver of all life, author of
salvation, and giver of all grace: Look with favor upon
the world you have made, and for which your Son
gave his life, and especially upon this man and this
woman whom you make one flesh in Holy Matrimony.
Amen.

Give them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of
their common life, that each may be to the other a
strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, a comfort
in sorrow, and a companion in joy. Amen.

Grant that their wills may be so knit together in your
will, and their spirits in your Spirit, that they may
grow in love and peace with you and one another all
the days of their life. Amen.

Give them grace, when they hurt each other, to
recognize and acknowledge their fault, and to seek
each other's forgiveness and yours. Amen.

Make their life together a sign of Christ's love to this
sinful and broken world, that unity may overcome
estrangement, forgiveness heal guilt, and joy conquer
despair. Amen.

Bestow on them, if it is your will, the gift and heritage
of children, and the grace to bring them up to know
you, to love you, and to serve you. Amen.

Give them such fulfillment of their mutual affection
that they may reach out in love and concern for others.
Amen.

Grant that all married persons who have witnessed
these vows may find their lives strengthened and their
loyalties confirmed. Amen.

Grant that the bonds of our common humanity, by
which all your children are united one to another, and
the living to the dead, may be so transformed by your
grace, that your will may be done on earth as it is in
heaven; where, O Father, with your Son and the Holy
Spirit, you live and reign in perfect unity,

now and for ever. Amen.

10

13. These prayers are called “petitionary”
prayers because we are asking or petition-
ing God for blessings on behalf of the Bride
and Groom. They can be read by either
one person, or distributed among family
members and friends for greater congrega-
tional participation.

Please tell the priest which method you
prefer, and make sure to copy this sheet
and distribute highlighted prayers among
those you ask to read. The prayer for chil-
dren is optional. The priest is happy to
take the first and last petitions to get the
ball rolling!



The Blessing of the Marriage

Celebrant: Most gracious God, we give you thanks for
your tender love in sending Jesus Christ to come
among us, to be born of a human mother, and to make
the way of the cross to be the way of life. We thank
you, also, for consecrating the union of man and
woman in his Name. By the power of your Holy
Spirit, pour out the abundance of your blessing upon
this man and this woman. Defend them from every
enemy. Lead them into all peace. Let their love for
each other be a seal upon their hearts, a mantle about
their shoulders, and a crown upon their foreheads.
Bless them in their work and in their companionship;
in their sleeping and in their waking; in their joys and
in their sorrows; in their life and in their death.
Finally, in your mercy, bring them to that table where
your saints feast for ever in your heavenly home;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the
Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

or this:

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of
marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity
between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your
blessing upon these your servants, that they may so
love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and
patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their
home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit,
bless, preserve, and keep you; the Lord mercifully
with his favor look upon you, and fill you with all
spiritual benediction and grace; that you may faithfully
live together in this life, and in the age to come have
life everlasting. Amen.

11

14. Please choose which of the two bless-
ings you wish the priest to use. The
priest may wrap the clerical stole around
the hands of the couple as the Bride and
Groom kneel to receive the Blessing of
God upon their union.

15. The final Blessing invoking the Holy
Trinity is ancient and not optional! If
you have chosen to have a unity candle,
we need some short musical selection to
play while the Bride and Groom rise af-
ter the final Blessing to light the Unity
Candle together.



The Peace

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

16. It is customary for the Bride and Groom to
exchange the Kiss of Peace at the Passing of the
Peace. Please do not wade into the congrega-
tion to greet your guests as pandemonium will
ensue! Stay up front and please greet only im-
mediate family and members of the wedding

party.

17. Please decide how you would like to be in-
troduced as a couple, whether more formal like
“Mr. and Mrs. Robert Jones Smith,” or less for-
mal like “Bob and Sally Smith.”

18. We end the service here either by explaining
Holy Communion and proceeding with the
prayers for communion, or by dismissing the
congregation. The wedding party needs to stay
together following the ceremony to sign the wed-
ding license and have photographs taken.

12



THE BLESSING OF A CIVIL MARRIAGE

Celebrant:

___and ___, you have come here today to seek the blessing of God and of his Church upon your marriage.
I require, therefore, that you promise, with the help of God, to fulfill the obligations which Christian
Marriage demands.

___,youhave taken ___ to be your wife. Do you promise to love her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in
sickness and in health; and, forsaking all others, to be faithful to her as long as you both shall live?

Man: 1do.

Celebrant:
___,youhave taken ___ to be your husband. Do you promise to love him, comfort him, honor and keep
him, in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all others, to be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?

Woman: I do

Celebrant:
Will you who have witnessed these promises do all in your power to uphold these two persons in their
marriage?

People: We will.

Celebrant:
Bless, O Lord, these rings to be a sign of the vows by which this man and this woman have bound
themselves to each other; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder.

People: Amen.

13



Readings for the Ministry of the Word

One or more of the following passages from Holy Scripture is read. If there is to be Communion, a passage from the Gospel always
concludes the Readings.

From the Old Testament

A Reading from the Book of Genesis [1:26:28]

Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the
fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth." So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created
them; male and female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing
that moves upon the earth."

Or

A Reading from the Book of Genesis [2:4-9, 15-24]

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. In the day that the LORD God made the
earth and the heavens, when no plant of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the

field had yet sprung up--for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the
ground; but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of the ground-- then the LORD formed man
from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being. And the
LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed. Out of the ground the
LORD God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the
garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. . . . The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of
Eden to till it and keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, "You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die." Then the
Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner/” So out of the
ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what
he would call them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all
cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his
partner. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed
up its place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to
the man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for
out of Man this one was taken.” Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they be-

come one flesh.
Or

A Reading from the Book of Song of Solomon [2:10-13, 8:6-7]

My beloved speaks and says to me: “Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away; for now the winter is past, the rain is
over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth; the time of singing has come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in
our land. The fig tree puts forth its figs, and the vines are in blossom; they give forth fragrance. Arise, my love, my fair
one, and come away. . . . Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm; for love is strong as death, passion
fierce as the grave. Its flashes are flashes of fire, a raging flame. Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods
drown it. If one offered for love all the wealth of his house, it would be utterly scorned.

Or

14



A Reading from the Book of Tobit [8:5b-8]

Tobias began by saying, “Blessed are you, O God of our ancestors, and blessed is your name in all generations forever.
Let the heavens and the whole creation bless you forever. You made Adam, and for him you made his wife Eve as a
helper and support. From the two of them the human race has sprung. You said, ‘It is not good that the man should be
alone; let us make a helper for him like himself.” I now am taking this kinswoman of mine, not because of lust, but with
sincerity. Grant that she and I may find mercy and that we may grow old together.” And they both said, “Amen,
Amen.”

From the New Testament

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians [13:1-13]

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if |
have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove moun-
tains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if | hand over my body so that I may
boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in
the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things; endures all things. Love never ends. But as for prophe-
cies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge , it will come to an end. For we know
only in part, and we prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. When [ was a
child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish
ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know
fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is
love.

Or

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians [3:14-19]

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. I pray
that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power
through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love.

I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and
depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

Or

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians [5:1-2, 21-33]

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fra-
grant offering and sacrifice to God. . . . Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives, be

subject to your husbands as you are to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife just as Christ is the head of the
church, the body of which he is the Savior. Just as the church is subject to Christ, so also wives ought to be, in every-
thing, to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, in order
to make her holy by cleansing her with the washing of water by the word, so as to present the church to himself in splen-
dor, without a spot or wrinkle or anything of the kind--yes, so that she may be holy and without blemish. In the same
way, husbands should love their wives as they do their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever
hates his own body, but he nourishes and tenderly cares for it, just as Christ does for the church, because we are mem-
bers of his body. "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will be-
come one flesh." This is a great mystery, and I am applying it to Christ and the church. Each of you, however, should
love his wife as himself, and a wife should respect her husband.

Or

15



A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Colossians [3:12-17]

As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and pa-
tience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has for-
given you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thank-
ful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your
hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Or

A Reading from the First Letter of John [4:7-16]

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoev-
er does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only
Son into the world so that we might live through him. In his is love, not that we loved

God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much,
we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is
perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have
seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God

abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love
that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.

From the Holy Gospel
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew [5:1-10]
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began
to speak, and taught them, saying: "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those
who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hun-
ger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. Blessed are
the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for

they will be called children of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the king-
dom of heaven.

Or

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew [5:13-16]

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for any-
thing, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No
one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basked, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In
the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in

heaven.”

Or

16



The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew [7:21, 24-29]
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my
Father in heaven. . .. Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built
his house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it
had been founded on rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish
man who built his house on sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and
it fell--and great was its fall!" Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astonished at his
teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.

Or
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark [10:6-9, 13-16]
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

“But from the beginning of creation, 'God made them male and female.' 'For this reason a man shall leave his father and
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.' So they are no longer two, but one flesh. There-
fore what God has joined together, let no one separate. . . . People were bringing little children to him in order that he
might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said the them,
“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I
tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” And he took them up in his
arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

Or

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John [15:9-12]

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

As the Father has loved me, so [ have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in
my love, just as [ have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have
loved you.”

After the Gospel, the Reader says

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

17



STEWARDSHIP OF MARRIAGL.

What 1s It?

Christian Stewardship 1s the conscious oftering of ourselves to God. The ancient
steward managed all the master’s affairs, finances and estates without owning any
of what he managed. God has given us everything we have, and our very identity,
as a gift. We are to gratelully respond by offering our lives back to God.

—

8.

9.

A Couple’s Stewardship Quiz

Do you know your partner’s blood type?

Does either partner have an executed will and/or living will?

If your partner could take an “all expenses paid” trip anywhere in the world,
do you know where the destination would be?

Have you discussed your beliefs and feelings about having children, parenting
philosophies, etc.?

Do you know if your partner is an organ donor?

If your partner had one hour absolutely free this evening, what would your
partner do with the time?

If you were asked to summarize your partner’s family practice/belief/
philosophy concerning money and personal finance, could you?

Have you considered a weekly schedule that includes scheduled time with
your partner that 1s non-negotiable?

Do you know what talent or skill your partner would say he or she 1s most
proud of?

10. How would you describe your partner’s spiritual life and faith?
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CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP

Some thoughts...

1. After marriage realize that you are each other’s

A.
B. Discuss and know each other’s medical histories.

Execute wills and living wills. Discuss these critical issues.

become our "

Consult a financial planner—you look differently married than single!
Consult a tax expert—don’t get the April surprise.
Teamwork now prevents problems later.

becomes our "

Qw >

Plan holidays, trips, etc., with sensitivity and forethought.
Be patient with family issues. Weddings stir the family pot.
Be prepared to stick together!

4. You may have to some friends and habits to make room
for your new marriage.

A.
B.
C.

Put your marriage first!!!
Schedule time to enjoy and work on your marriage.
Define sacred boundaries on occupations, recreation, home, etc.

5. No one has it takes to enjoy a successful marriage.

A.

B.
C.

No one comes ready made for marriage. Seek help for what you don’t
have.

Counseling is even better before the forest fires!

Churches can be very supportive places for couples.

6. Whoever first wins.

A.
B.
C.

Go easy. It’s a profound transition.
Treat your spouse as Christ’s precious gift to you.
Forgiveness is the best elixir for martial strife.
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BOOKS/RESOURCES FOR COUPLES

Allender, Dan and Longman, Tremper, Intimate Allies, Tyndale House, Wheaton, 1L: 1995.

Clinebell, Howard and Charlotte, The Intimate Marriage, Harper and Row, New York: 1970.

Gordon, L., Passage to Intimacy, Simon and Schuster, New York: 1996.

Gray, John, Men are From Mars, Women are From Venus, Harper Collins, New York: 1992.

Heitler, Susan, The Power of Two, New Harbinger Publishing, Oakland: 1997.

Hendrix, Harville, Getting the Love You Want, Harper Perennial, New York: 1988.

McManus, Michael J., Marriage Savers, Zondervan Publishing, Grand Rapids: 1993.

Minirith, et.al., Realistic L.ove, Thomas Nelson Publishing, Nashville: 1993.

Oliver and Wright, When Anger Hits Home, Moody Press, Chicago: 1992.

Olson and DeFrain, Marriage and the Family: Strengths and Diversity, Mayhield Publishing,
Mountain View, CA: 1997.

Rosenau, Douglas, Slaying the Marriage Dragons, Victor Books, Wheaton, IL: 1991.

Tannen, Deborah, You Just Don’t Understand: Women and Men in Conversation, Bannantine Books,

New York: 1990.

Warren, Neil, Finding the Love of Your Life, Focus on the Family Publishing, Colorado Springs: 1992.

‘Wright, Norman, The Secrets of a Lasting Marriage, Regal Books, Ventura, CA: 1995.

ENRICHMENT RESOURCES

Association for Couples for Marriage Enrichment PAIRS International, Inc.
PO Box 10596 318 Indian Trace

Winston Salem, NC 27108 Weston, FL. 33326-2996
800-634-8325 800-PAIRS-4U

Life Innovations, Inc. National Marriage Encounter
PO Box 190 4704 Jamerson Place
Minneapolis, MN 55440-0190 Orlando, FL. 32807
800-331-1661 800-829-3351
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MUSICIANS AVAILABLE FOR VAIL AND BEAVER CREEK
If you would like the services of a musician, make your arrangements directly with them. All phone numbers are 970

prefix unless otherwise noted.

ORGAN

Ruth Walker 476-5211 or 376-4114
Linda Trotter 524-8323

Elaine Marchbanks 926-4366

PIANO

Ruth Walker 476-5211 or 376-4114
Peter Vavra 949-4394

Judy Fonda 748-8449

Elaine Marchbanks 926-4366
Carol Blake 468-6353

Robert Trezise 827-9134

Linda Trotter 524-8323

Jeff Van Devender 625-4851

GUITAR

Pat Hamilton 926-3846

Don Watson 748-9923

Alex Komodore 303-722-4707

VIOLIN
Suzanne Nadeau Porter 328-2455

FLUTE
Nancy Wright 949-5885
Pat Hamilton 926-3846

HARP
Janet Harriman 468-0110
Kristen Rubow 926-9844

GROUPS
Synergy (Guitar & Flute) 476-5465

High Country Four (Barber Shop Quartet) 476-6978

WEDDING COORDINATORS
JoAnn Moore
Mountains and Meadows LLC

joann@mmvail.com
926-2177

Erin Martin

An Occasion to Remember
erin@occasionscolorado.com
303-246-6046

Carolyn Moorman
Artisian Events
chm@mountainmax.net
926-9290

The Grass Cats (Bluegrass - acoustic music for reception) 303-444-7930
Bill Parish Productions (Classical, jazz, swing, etc.) 303-963-9338, 970-379-2275 (cell)

1-888-BPP-BAND (toll-free)

Dan Leavitt (Brass Trio) 303.693.2183, www.leavittmusicservice.com

VOCALISTS

Melinda Carlson 476-8903
Pat Hamilton 926-3846
Maxine Graboyes 476-2501
Don Watson 748-9923
Linda Trotter 524-8323





